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[bookmark: _Toc157506171]Background and Overview
Land ownership influenced social identity, mobility, and violent disputes and family feuds in rural Pakistan as unfair land distribution, which stemmed from British Colonial legislation raised awareness of land ownership concerns and reinforced intergenerational disadvantages (Haque et al., 2022, p.3002), in compliance to this the proposed research study will examine the economics of this complex phenomena, focusing on agricultural revenue, regional disparities and social-economic interactions.
British Colonial laws that promoted loyalists and consolidated land ownership caused current Pakistani disparities as land inequality limits mobility to metropolitan areas, worsening the dependence ratio while the land ownership pride provided rural regions a particular flavor due to the concentration of land heirs (Ayaz, 2023), on this account  the economy of Khyber Pakhtunkhwa (KP) varied by location as central KP's fertile plains and canal water offered a significant advantage for agriculture and income creation compared to the hilly North and dry South, this geographical disparity raised the topic of how agricultural revenue influenced land ownership conflicts. In contrast to the less productive North and South probably the agricultural income, especially in fertile Central KP made people more sensitive and conflict-prone under which the proposed study intended to establish factors including economic prosperity or land inheritance honor that would affect mobility limits and feuds more.
Post-colonial Pakistan's Pashtun heartland faced unique challenges as the Durand Line deal separated them from their ethnic relations in Afghanistan yet geopolitical concerns encouraged local land ownership as a foundation of identity (ORF, 2022). In this context the proposed study will identify many factors that cause land disputes as conflicts endured for financial gain, psychological causes, and institutional factors including unfair land allocation and insufficient law enforcement while a more complete investigation of these components in various KP areas will reveal their relative importance. Additionally, Crime statistics for the Northern, Central, and Southern KP will be studied to assess regional differences and this approach would identify the area with the most land conflicts and links it to terrain as this study will provide an economics framework for studying the complicated relationships between land ownership, mobility limitations and rural identity in Pakistan.
[bookmark: _Toc157506172]Statement of Problem
Due to landownership, migration constraints and identity construction, rural Pakistan possessed many social, economic, and cultural issues as based on British Colonial land distribution regulations, rural communities' identities and socioeconomic disparities molded via land inequality and thus, the major study objective is to understand the complicated links between landownership, mobility limitations and rural Pakistani identity formation, following the core research problem. Prior land allocation practices shaped Pakistan's rural terrain as Hasan's pioneering study on land reforms displayed that loyalists were given precedence under British Colonial policy, resulting in the concentration of land in a few hands (Uzma Abid Ansari, 2022, p.19) and this historical context is important because these policies still produce inequities that affect cultural norms, social structures and economic possibilities. Additionally, regional inequality and agricultural income Land ownership finances are part of the research problem as the future study on how agricultural income impacted landownership sensitivities and migratory patterns builds on Smith and Franklin (2021) research on Pakistani rural poverty and agrarian structure. More agricultural potential than less productive areas, like the North and South, might increase economic inequities and sensitivities in Central Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, the survey found.
Furthermore the study found that landownership is a cultural phenomenon rather than merely an economic transaction as Amjad et al. (2022, p.2022) research of identity dynamics in Pakistan demonstrated the complexity of identity building because land, a symbol of honor critically shaped personal and familial identities while the geopolitical challenges and uncertainties that ethnic populations like Pashtuns experience post-1947 exacerbated this effect. The research problem focused over developing a contrast between individuals who inherit land and those who acquire it for honor as this is influenced by bandwagon effect and social dynamics studies in compliance Qiu Wenwen et al. (2020, p.121) illustrated how social networks and societal norms influence behavior and that land acquisition potentially altered cultural value. Another studied subject is regional land disputes as crime and conflict data from Northern, Central, and Southern KP will be examined to identify complex variables driving disagreements because institutional challenges including inefficient law enforcement, restricted land record access and biased local dispute settlement processes reflected conflict resolution and institutional structures research. In this manner the critical research problem statement indicated that rural Pakistan's complicated landownership, migration, and identity construction must be understood under which this research will analyze geographical disparities, economic difficulties, cultural nuances and historical legacies to shed light on how landownership affects rural life and dynamics.
[bookmark: _Toc157506173]Significance of the Study
The proposed research is crucial and significant because it will explain rural Pakistan's complicated landownership, migration and identity formation linkages as there are several reasons to critically explore these processes and their effects on academics and practice. The study's capacity to separate British Colonial land distribution procedures is its greatest strength because the research will examine the long-term consequences of these policies on socioeconomic frameworks to understand landownership disparity and rural Pakistan's ongoing inequalities, this knowledge is essential for policymakers, historians and academics who wanted to understand how history influenced today's challenges. Additionally the study's economic findings, particularly on agricultural income and regional inequalities, informed social and economic policies as ‌DISD (2021) research on rural poverty stressed on how economic considerations affect landownership sensitivities, which can inform policies to reduce inequalities, promote economic development, and support sustainable agriculture. Policymakers may use the study to customize initiatives to Khyber Pakhtunkhwa's different areas. Along with that this study will help in explaining landownership and culture as Landownership is a source of honor, influencing societal norms and family identities, this study will contribute to the discussion of identity building in post-colonial societies, particularly in diverse places like the Pashtun homelands as the findings will illuminate cultural dimensions of land ownership, which could inform culturally sensitive actions and policies.
Furthermore via comparing inheritors' and buyers' views of land as honor enhanced the study's applicability as understanding how social dynamics and the bandwagon effect influenced these opinions enriched land acquisition research and in compliance these findings are relevant for behavioral economics researchers and inheritance law, land reform and fair land allocation practitioners. Similarly the study will analyze regional disparities in land-related conflicts and the institutional factors that cause them, which would inform conflict resolution and institutional changes ,by understanding about biased dispute resolution, poor law enforcement and other institutional barriers, policymakers could help construct a more just and equitable landownership system. Hence conclusively, the study's economic contributions and its relevance to politicians, historians and practitioners in Pakistan's rural milieu who care about economic growth, cultural preservation and conflict resolution are crucial, by examining these processes; the proposed research intended to enhance rural residents' livelihoods.
[bookmark: _Toc157506174]Literature Review 
[bookmark: _Toc157506175]British Colonial Era long term effects on Rural Pakistan’s Disparity and Development
The selected literature displayed how British colonial rule influenced rural Pakistan, particularly landownership, language imperialism, ethnic identity and geopolitics as this critical review examined rural Pakistan's British Colonial legacy via inequality and growth. Primarily a critical research by Ali (2019, p.270) highlighted how British colonialism's land distribution practices still influenced the North-West Frontier Province (NWFP), presently Khyber Pakhtunkhwa because the British administration relied on local khans for indirect authority, "leading men" received enormous amounts of land as Khans controlled their domains as local sovereigns, widening social inequalities. Following independence, the legal duality developed during colonial rule state institutions and khans' customary power persisted, perpetuating social hierarchies and landownership inequities. According to this research, colonial land allotment and commercialization caused long-term class differences within and across tribes and Postcolonial Pakistan developed a complex social structure that was vital to identity and land ownership issues due to tribal land allotment. Besides this another research examined the link between linguistic imperialism and internal orientalism in Pakistan as English language imperialism, supported by education linked to inequality and English domination and this linguistic divide reinforces international distinctions that place the East under Western power, echoing Pakistani internal discrepancies. In compliance the study examined both the coercive and intellectual state apparatuses and how the media and elite schools promote English supremacist ideology because the unequal access to English-language education perpetuated internal orientalism by marginalizing some populations (Jabeen, 2020, p.441). In this manner the literature emphasized over the ongoing impact of colonial language policies that favored English and maintained social inequality by establishing a gap between the English-speaking elite and the general population.
Along with that in the context of politics, marginalization and geopolitical strategies, another vital research study investigated the complex relationship between politics, marginalization and ethnic identity in Pakistani Saraiki identity as the research traced Southern Punjab's economic inequalities to British colonial resource allocation. Canal colonies and cantonments created economic inequities by favoring certain locations because the study found that colonial-era economic disparities have fueled ethnic mobilization and proposals for a new province (Mughal, 2020, p.311). The British colonial program of selective economic growth shaped Pakistan's postwar political aspirations for resource distribution and ethnic mobilization, according to this research. On the other hand, Ahmad (2022) discussed how the British strategically used Pashtun communities during their colonial rule and how this affected Pashtun attitudes in Pakistan after independence as the Durand Line agreement ceded Pashtun areas to Afghanistan in exchange for an annual payment and this treaty caused Pashtuns to fear an independent Pakistan with the land as a buffer. Pashtuns were discriminated against after independence, aligned with British colonialism and this literature displayed how colonial geopolitics marginalized and unequalled Pashtuns in Pakistan after independence.
Collectively the previous literature studies affirmed that British colonial policies had long-term effects on rural Pakistan's inequality and development as Postcolonial Pakistan is forever marked by unequal land distribution, English-favored language policy, colonial economic disparities, and geopolitical maneuvers because these legacies contributed to complex social structures, economic inequities and identity dynamics in rural Pakistan, emphasizing the necessity for a nuanced grasp of historical continuities to solve present issues.
[bookmark: _Toc157506176]Relationship between Agricultural Revenue Economics and Landownership Disputes in Pakistan
Pakistan's complicated landownership issues and agricultural income economics are illuminated by the various previous literature studies and understanding agricultural production, perceived land value, land inequality and their consequences on rural lives is crucial, as a critical research by Ayaz and Mughal (2023, p.106720) displayed how important land inequality measurement is for rural development and agricultural productivity policies as the analysis found that landowner land inequality alone not offered a complete picture as the land inequality is higher (Gini = 0.84) when landless peasants are included than when landless laborers are excluded (Gini = 0.67) and this gap is particularly obvious in humid locations with more land inequality, implying a vulnerable landless population. The study also focused over the importance of robust tenancy reforms in areas with reduced landlessness and higher land inequality to protect tenants' land tenure and prevent eviction by powerful landed elites. In compliance to this the study established that land inequality, landlessness and wars are linked thus, governments required to consider comprehensive land reforms that minimize inequalities and protect vulnerable agricultural laborers. In another research work Rashid and Sheikh (2015, p.810) illustrated the land is vital to agriculture, the research examined the elements that influence farmers' land valuations because understanding land productivity determinants is crucial for rural development in Pakistan, as the agricultural sector's GDP contribution is declining. Using a hedonic regression model and two-stage least squares, the study established connections between rural agricultural land's perceived value per acre and demographic, site, development and physical variables while the land ownership discrepancy is substantial, stressing the need to promote agricultural growth by providing access to clean water, land and power, in this manner the highlighted the major interaction between various factors that determine land value and advised improving infrastructure, soil and water quality to ehance agricultural land production.
Conflicts over land affect agricultural productivity and a major research explored how land conflicts halted Pakistani areas' agriculture because the land disputes and agricultural net revenue are strongly negatively correlated, especially for the middle socioeconomic group in compliance to this the research recommended adjusting, computerizing, and updating property records to resolve land disputes because stable land tenure is essential to increasing agricultural productivity while the socioeconomic association error stressed over the need for targeted initiatives to address farmer groups' varied challenges (Nisar et al., 2022, p.187). In alignment the research emphasized over the negative social and economic implications of land disputes and advocated for using technology and legislation to resolve disputes and provide equal access to land resources. Similar to this Ali et al. (2021, p.9) analyzed challenges rural teens in District Nankana Sahib confront when farming with their families as farming, marketing, culture and personal factors referred as the major obstacles and the paper emphasized government efforts to make agriculture profitable and the need for agricultural institutions to educate and nurture youth. Additionally it is crucial for the media to introduce young people to family farming to encourage their participation and this study helped us understand the socioeconomic factors that influence young people's family agricultural engagement. Collectively all of the cited literature sources highlighted the Pakistan's complicated landownership, agricultural revenue and rural development links and also proposed legislative changes, technical advances and land-resolution initiatives to reduce inequality, settle property rights concerns followed by encouraging sustainable farming.
[bookmark: _Toc157506177]Landownership Symbol of Power in Pakistan
Land ownership is connected to power, social status, economic inequality and historical legacies in Pakistan as various previous literature sources displayed how land ownership symbolized power in Pakistan's political and social climate. Noaman (2022) examined Hashtnagar's landownership history to show the devastating impacts of landlessness and without their own land, peasants required to live on others' homesteads and work on landlords' or tenants' fields, placing them at the landlords' mercy. In line to this land ownership in rural nations regulated social status, respect and dignity as well as economic well-being, according to the research as the  Landowner-landless renter power dynamics sometimes represented landlord maltreatment of tenants due to their tremendous exploitation, landless people often joined peasant uprisings but failed to get land. This finding displayed ownership caused power imbalances and how social movements relied on land as a symbol of power. Additionally another vital research by Shams and Kadow (2020, p.510) analyzed Pakistan's rural poverty persistence and its complex causes and the study found that land ownership contributed to rural poverty using 2001–2002 household data as the Poverty is higher among individuals without land and not participating in agriculture due to land inequality. Land ownership is highly skewed, with just a small percentage owning large acres as Punjab possessed the most distorted Gini Coefficient of Landholding highlighting inequality and the report advocated equitable tenancy arrangements and land transfer to decrease rural poverty (Shams, 2020), collectively this study stressed over the relevance of landownership patterns in rural poverty and the need for legislative changes to address land inequality.
Additionally Abbas et al. (2016) examined Pakistani landlordism as a demonstration of power and supremacy socio-politically as this article traced the history of land acquisition and exploitation for political and social control, it claimed that numerous regional ruling bodies increased the gap between Islamic landownership principles and historical actuality. A network of soldiers, lawmakers, bureaucrats and landlords has supported landlordism since independence; the present political administration possessed significant landlord heritage and economic growth and rural poverty uplift depended on addressing social and political inequality and landlordism as historically landlordism symbolized social and political domination. On the other hand a major literature explored how gender influenced land rights and child nutrition as according to the study, women owning land is crucial to accelerating development metrics like children's food and nutrition security while the study found that women's land ownership and independence in significant household purchased improve children's food and nutrition security as women's increased family buying decision-making power somewhat mediates the land ownership-child nutrition link under which Rehman et al. (2019, p.3360) found that protecting women's land rights can increase women's wellbeing and their children's nutrition, as this literature expanded the land ownership discussion by emphasizing women's empowerment followed by its implications on child nutrition and wellness.
On collective standpoint critical literature analysis concluded that land ownership in Pakistan reflected social status, power relations and cultural legacies as well as financial benefit while Pakistan's land rights movements, rural poverty, landlordism and women's empowerment via land ownership demonstrated the interaction of power relations associated to land while equitable distribution, empowerment and land reforms are needed to solve these issues and eliminate landownership patterns' social with historical inequalities.
[bookmark: _Toc157506178]Literature Gap
The critical literature analysis displayed how landownership, immobility, and identity development are interconnected in rural Pakistan however, the existing literature showed considerable study gaps that need to be addressed as the historical research of British Colonial land distribution procedures required to be expanded to include rural Pakistani communities and regions while contextualizing present issues necessitated understanding how these policies perpetuated socioeconomic divisions. Additionally the economic dynamics of land ownership must be studied, notably the complicated links between agricultural revenue, migratory trends, and landowner sensitivity because understanding how economic variations in landownership constrain mobility and created various identities is key to understanding conflicts. Along with that a study gap existed between individuals who inherit property and those who buy it, allowing researchers to analyze how they regard land as a symbol of respect as this proposed study should consider social dynamics and the bandwagon effect to illuminate land ownership's social and psychological effects.
Moreover the contemporary literature provided brief overviews of land-related issues and crime data for each Khyber Pakhtunkhwa area and to understand the local causes of violent disagreements and family feuds, a more complete and comparative investigation that will take area factors into account is needed. Similarly few studies examined how multiple identities originate, interact and drive family and community problems but this required studying how social, ethnic and cultural factors affect identity. In this manner to fully understand the complex link between landownership and identity development, sociology, psychology, anthropology and other disciplines must be used because filling these research gaps would improve our understanding of Pakistan's rural dynamics.
[bookmark: _Toc157506179]Aims and Objectives
[bookmark: _Toc157506180]Research Objectives
· To assess the impact of British Colonial land distribution policy on rural Pakistan's socioeconomic division, a comprehensive historical analysis is necessary.
· To understand the economic dynamics of land ownership in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, examine the link between agricultural income, movement patterns, and landownership sensitivity.
· Compare how individuals who inherit property and those who acquire it perceive it as a symbol of respect. Consider how social dynamics and the bandwagon effect impact these views.
· Analyze crime statistics and conflict data in Northern, Central, and Southern Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, considering regional features, to assess land-related disputes frequency and kinds.
[bookmark: _Toc157506181]Research Questions
· Do historical land distribution practices, particularly during the British Colonial era, contribute to socioeconomic disparity in rural Pakistan today?
· How did land ownership-related disputes arise in connection to agricultural revenue in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa, and why do they vary between regions?
· How do land owners and buyers perceive it as a symbol of respect, and how do social dynamics and the bandwagon effect impact these attitudes?
· How do social and economic factors impact land-related conflicts in different Khyber Pakhtunkhwa regions, and how do they impact conflict and crime data?
[bookmark: _Toc157506182]Plan of Work
	Weeks
	1-2
	2-4
	4-6
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	8-10
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	Identification of Research Objectives
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	Writing Research Proposal
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Detailed Literature Review
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	Data Collection via Survey
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Data Analysis
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Draft Write-up
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Final Dissertation 
	
	
	
	
	
	



[bookmark: _Toc157506183]Methodology
The study project will utilize a quantitative method to collect current data from rural areas as the survey administration and statistical analysis will be used to study the complicated linkages between landownership, movement constraints and distinctive identities that would led to violent conflicts and family feuds.
[bookmark: _Toc157506184]Data Collection
· Survey Instrument: A structured survey instrument will collect quantitative data from rural residents as the survey will question about landownership, mobility, identity, and family violence or feudalism.
· Random selection: Representative rural participants will be selected via random selection because this will ensure a complete and objective picture of the population, enhancing the study's external validity.
· In-Depth Interviews: Local government authorities, community leaders and persons involved in family disagreements and fights will be interviewed in addition to surveys because besides quantitative data, these interviews will key provide qualitative insights.
· Ethics: Informed consent, confidentiality and participant privacy will be respected in ethical research because to foster transparency and trust, the survey instrument will be ethically constructed with rural community culture in mind.
[bookmark: _Toc157506185]Data Analysis
· Descriptive Statistics: Survey data will be analyzed descriptively to determine mean, median, and standard deviation as this preliminary analysis will show the dataset’s primary patterns and variations.
· Correlation Analysis: Landownership, mobility constraints along with identity perceptions will be quantified via correlation analysis and this statistical method will reveal component dependencies.
· Regression Analysis: Landownership, mobility constraints followed by identity development will be correlated with violent conflicts and family feuds using regression analysis because this method will explain each variable's predictive potential.
[bookmark: _Toc157506186]Justifications
· Real-time Insights: A major quantitative technique allowed real-time data collection from the source (Solomia Fedushko et al., 2020), providing current insights into landownership dynamics, migration challenges and family dynamics.
· Quantifiable Patterns: Surveys and statistical analysis quantify patterns, trends and linkages to reveal the causes of rural family feuds and violent encounters (Despoina Antonakaki et al., 2021).
· Holistic Understanding: The research employed surveys and in-depth interviews to examine the challenges of developing individual identities (Solomia Fedushko et al., 2020) and the tensions caused by landownership disputes and limited mobility.
In the context of conclusion, the key quantitative methodology met the study aims and provided a full and comprehensive investigation of the complex interactions in the rural environment as the surveys and statistical analysis will used to understand landownership, mobility, identity formation, violent disputes and family feuds.
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